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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR L 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 07/01/04 has been entered. 

2. The following is a non-final office action in response to the request for continued 
examination received on 07/01/04. Claims 1, 8, and 15-18 have been amended. Claims 1-19 are 
pending in this Application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by SMS's 
Integrated Clinical System (www.smed.com). 

4. As per claim 1, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches a method for assigning an 
identifier to at least one of a plurality of displayable task schedules, comprising the activities of: 
a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a particular task schedule of a 
plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different 
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entities, said particular task schedule being associated with a particular entity of said 
corresponding different entities (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, 
section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and 
page 25, section 1, wherein a user interface allows a user to enter decision information that 
assigns an identifier to a task schedule associated with an entity); 

b. receiving decision information entered via said at least one interface menu (See at least 
page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, 
pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the system receives the 
decision information); 

c. applying the received decision information (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, 
sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, 
section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the decision information is applied); and 

d. assigning, based on the application of the received information, said task representative 
identifier representing a task to be performed by said particular entity, to said task schedule 
associated with said particular entity in response to a predetermined event (See at least page 2, 
section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 
12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the task and its identifier are 
assigned to the schedule of a particular entity). 

5. As per claim 2, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method wherein the step of 
initiating display of at least one interface menu includes initiating display of menu elements 
prompting a user to identify at least one of (a) the predetermined event triggering application of 
the decision information in assigning the task representative identifier to the task schedule, (b) a 
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source of decision information, (c) decision information comprising a procedure for processing 
data associated with a task to determine a task schedule for listing the task representative 
identifier (See at least page 2, section 2, wherein a user identifies at least a trigger event through 
a Rule Builder Workstation). 

6. As per claim 3, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method wherein the 
decision information comprises a logical procedure for processing data associated with a task to 
identify a task schedule for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least page 2, 
section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 
12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the system has logical 
procedures for processing the data associated with a task, such as a specific triggering event 
occurring and the rules of the system access the appropriate data/persons or such as the 
prioritized to do list, the routed patient information, etc.). 

7. As per claim 4, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches a method wherein the data 
associated with a task comprises at least one of (a) a medical procedure identifier for a scheduled 
procedure, (b) a time and date of performance of a medical procedure, (c) patient medical record 
information, (d) location of performance of a medical procedure, (e) patient type identifier, (f) 
patient physical characteristics (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2-3, page 7, 
section 1, page 8, sections 1 and 2, page 11, sections 1-2, pages 12 and 13, page 17, section 2, 
page 18, wherein at least a time and date of performance of a medical procedure, patient medical 
record information, etc. is disclosed). 

8. As per claim 5, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method wherein the entity 
comprises at least one of (a) a user, (b) a category of users, (c) one or more users currently 
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designated to perform a healthcare worker role, and (d) a medical device or system (See at least 
page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2-3, page 7, section 1, page 8, sections 1 and 2, page 11, 
sections 1-2, pages 12 and 13, page 17, section 2, and page 24, wherein an entity is at least a 
user, one or more users currently designated to perform a healthcare worker role, etc.). 

9. As per claim 6, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method, wherein: 

a. decision information identifies the predetermined event (See at least page 2, section 1, 
page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 1 1, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, 
page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the decision information identifies a 
predetermined event); and 

b. the predetermined event corresponds to at least one of (a) patient admission, (b) 
beginning of a medical procedure, (c) end of a medical procedure, (d) a user defined event based 
on information acquired (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 
1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, 
section 1, wherein the predetermined event is at least patient admission, end of a medical 
procedure, or a user defined event which causes the routing of the information and task). 

10. As per claim 7, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method further including 
applying the received decision information in prioritizing a plurality of task representative 
identifiers associated with a particular entity in response to occurrence of a triggering event (See 
at least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8, section 1, wherein the tasks are prioritized by 
triggers and flags, such as abnormal values). 

11. As per claim 8, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches a method for assigning an 
identifier to at least one of a plurality of task schedules, comprising the activities of: 
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a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a particular task schedule of a 
plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different 
entities, said particular task schedule being associated with a particular entity of said 
corresponding plurality of different entities and accessible by the particular entity (See at least 
page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, 
pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1), the decision information 
including: 

i. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task schedule 
for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, 
sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, 
page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein a procedure for processing 
the data is stored in the system), and 

ii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least page 2, section 1, 
page 7, section 1, page 8 section 1, page 11, section 1, pages 12-13, page 24, and page 25, 
section 1, which discusses some of the event that trigger application of the allocating of a 
task to a schedule, such as check in, a predetermined trigger event, labs, etc.); 

b. receiving decision information entered via the at least one interface menu (See at least 
page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, 
pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the system receives the 
decision information); 
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c. applying the received decision information (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, 
sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, 
section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the decision information is applied); and 

d. assigning, based on the application of the received decision information, said task 
representative identifier representing a task to be performed by said particular entity, to said task 
schedule associated with said particular entity in response to occurrence of the triggering event 
(See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 1 1, section 1, 
page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the 
task and its identifier are assigned to the schedule of a particular entity). 

12. As per claim 9, claim 9 recites equivalent limitations to claim 4 and is therefore rejected 
using the same art and rationale as applied in the rejection of claim 4. 

13. As per claim 10, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method wherein the 
triggering event corresponds to at least one of (a) patient admission, (b) beginning of a medical 
procedure, (c) end of a medical procedure, (d) a user defined event based on information 
acquired (See at least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8 section 1, page 11, section 1, 
pages 12-13, page 24, and page 25, section 1, which discusses some of the event that trigger 
application of the allocating of a task to a schedule, such as check in, a predetermined trigger 
event, labs, etc.). 

14. As per claim 1 1, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method further including 
acquiring the data associated with a task (See at least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8 
section 1, page 11, section 1, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein data is acquired associated 
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with the task, such as information received at check-in, lab results, appropriate data associated 
with the trigger event, etc.). 

15. As per claim 12, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches a method wherein: 

a. the procedure conditions allocation of the task to the task schedule associated with the 
particular entity upon coincidence of a plurality of occurrences (See at least page 2, section 1, 
page 7, section 1, page 8, section 1, page 9, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 24, wherein the 
event is conditioned based on the happening of a plurality of occurrences); and 

b. further including acquiring data to identify the coincidence of the plurality of occurrences 
(See at least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8, section 1, page 9, section 1, page 11, 
section 1, page 24, wherein data is acquired). 

16. As per claim 13, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method wherein: 

a. the triggering event is conditioned upon coincidence of a plurality of occurrences (See at 
least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8, section 1, page 9, section 1, page 11, section 1, 
page 24, where the event occurs based on the a plurality of occurrences); and 

b. further including acquiring data to identify the coincidence of the plurality of 
circumstances (See at least page 2, section 1, page 7, section 1, page 8, section 1, page 9, section 
1, page 1 1, section 1, page 24, wherein data is acquired). 

17. As per claim 14, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method further including 
applying the received decision information in removing a task representative identifier from the 
task schedule associated with the particular entity in response to occurrence of a triggering event 
(See at least page 7, section 1, pages 12-13, and page 24, where once the task is performed, 
shown by a trigger event, the task is removed from the schedule of whom performed the task). 
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18. As per claim 15, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches providing a user interface for 
assigning an identifier to at least one of a plurality of displayable task schedules, comprising the 
activities of: 

a. in response to a user command, 

i. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a particular task schedule of a 
plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different 
entities, said particular task schedule being associated with a particular entity of said 
corresponding plurality of different entities (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 
3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 
24, and page 25, section 1, wherein a user interface allows a user to enter decision information 
that assigns an identifier to a task schedule associated with an entity); and 

ii. initiating display of an updated task schedule associated with the particular entry, the 
updated task schedule being generated in response to applying received decision information, in 
assigning said task representative identifier representing a task to be performed by said particular 
entity, to said task schedule associated with said particular entity in response to occurrence of a 
predetermined event (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, 
page 1 1, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, 
section 1, wherein a user interface allows a user to enter information, causing an update in the 
task assignment as the system routes the task). 
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19. As per claim 16, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a method for providing a 
user interface supporting assigning an identifier to at least one of a plurality of task schedules, 
comprising the activities of: 
a. in response to a user a command, 

i. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for assigning a task representative identifier to a particular task schedule of a 
plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different 
entities, said particular task schedule being associated with a particular entity of said 
corresponding plurality of different entities and accessible by the particular entity, the decision 
information including (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, 
page 1 1, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, 
section 1, wherein a user interface allows a user to enter decision information that assigns an 
identifier to a task schedule associated with an entity), the decision information including, 

ii. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task schedule for 
incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 
and 3, page 7, section 1, page 1 1, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, 
page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein a procedure for processing the data is stored in the 
system), and 

iii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least page 2, section 1, page 7, 
section 1, page 8 section 1, page 11, section 1, pages 12-13, page 24, and page 25, section 1, 
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which discusses some of the event that trigger application of the allocating of a task to a 
schedule, such as check in, a predetermined trigger event, labs, etc.); and 

b. initiating display of an updated task schedule associated with the particular entity, the updated 
task schedule being generated in response to applying received decision information, in 
assigning said task representative identifier representing a task to be performed by said particular 
entity, to said task schedule associated with said particular entity in response to occurrence of the 
triggering event (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 
11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, 
wherein the task and its identifier are assigned to the schedule of a particular entity). 
20. As per claim 17, SMS's Integrated Clinical System teaches a method for assigning an 
identifier to at least one of a plurality of task schedules, comprising the activities of: 
a. initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user entry of decision 
information for selectively assigning a task representative identifier to at least one of a plurality 
of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of different entities, said 
at least one of a plurality of displayable task schedules being associated with a respective one of 
said corresponding plurality of different entities (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 
and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, 
page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein a user interface allows a user to enter decision 
information that assigns an identifier to a task schedule associated with an entity), the decision 
information comprising: 

i. a procedure for processing data associated with a task to identify a task schedule 
for incorporating the task representative identifier (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, 
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sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, 
page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein a procedure for processing 
the data is stored in the system), and 

ii. an event for triggering application of the procedure in allocating the task 
representative identifier to the identified task schedule (See at least page 2, section 1, 
page 7, section 1, page 8 section 1, page 11, section 1, pages 12-13, page 24, and page 25, 
section 1, which discusses some of the event that trigger application of the allocating of a 
task to a schedule, such as check in, a predetermined trigger event, labs, etc.); 

b. receiving decision information entered via the at least one interface menu (See at least 
page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, 
pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the system receives the 
decision information); 

c. applying the received decision information (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, 
sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, 
section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, wherein the decision information is applied); and 

d. selectively assigning, based on the application of the received decision information, said 
task representative identifier representing a task to be performed by said respective one of said 
corresponding plurality of different entities, to said at least one of the plurality of task schedules 
associated with said corresponding plurality of different entities in response to occurrence of the 
triggering event (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 
11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1, 
wherein the task and its identifier are assigned to the schedule of a particular entity). 
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21. As per claim 1 8, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a system for assigning an 
identifier to at least one of a plurality of displayable task schedules, comprising: 

a. a display processor for initiating display of at least one interface menu supporting user 
entry of decision information for assigning a task representative identifier to a particular task 
schedule of a plurality of displayable task schedules associated with a corresponding plurality of 
different entities, said particular task schedule being associated with a particular entity of said 
corresponding plurality of different entities (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 
3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 
24, and page 25, section 1); 

b. an interface processor for receiving decision information entered via the at least one 
interface menu (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 
11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1); 

c. a decision processor applying the received decision information (See at least page 2, 
section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 
12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1); and 

d. means for assigning said task representative identifier representing a task schedule to be 
performed by said particular entity, to said task schedule associated with said particular entity in 
response to a predetermined event (See at least page 2, section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 
7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and 
page 25, section 1, wherein the task is assigned to the schedule of an entity). 

22. As per claim 19, SMS's Integrated Clinical System discloses a computer program 
embodied within a computer readable medium using the method of claim 1 (See at least page 2, 
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section 1, page 3, sections 2 and 3, page 7, section 1, page 11, section 1, page 8 section 1, pages 
12-13, page 17, section 2, page 24, and page 25, section 1). 

Response to Arguments 
23. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new grounds of rejection, necessitated by amendment. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

"American Healthcare Group Selects SMS" (PR Newswire) discusses a network 
computing solution in the healthcare industry. 

"SMS and scheduling.com Form strategic alliance" (Business Wire) discloses a web 
based scheduling system for the healthcare industry. 

Enterprise Wide Patient and Resource Management System (wAvw.scheduling.com) 
discloses a network-based system for scheduling doctors, tasks, and patients. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (703) 305-3882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




bvd 

September 7, 2004 




TARIQ R. MAFIZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



